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NATO Asks Gulf States To Help Finance Bosnia 


BRO712154195 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 
7 Dec 9S p4 


[Report by Miguel Gonzalez; "NATO Wants Gulf 
Monarchies To Pay for Its Military Deployment") 


(FBIS Translated Text) Madrid — The Atlertic alliance 
wants the wealthy oil monarchies of the Persian Gulf, 
led by Saudi Arabia, to help pay for its extremely ex- 
pensive operation in Bosnia, as they did with the United 
States during the war against Irag in 1991. NATO is ap- 
pealing to these countries’ Muslim character and their 
rhetoric of solidarity with the Sarajevo government to 
ask them, since they are not contributing troops, at least 
to contribute petrodollars. 


The funding of the Peace Plan Implementation Force, 
comprising 60,000 troops, which will be deployed in 
the former Yugoslavia at the end of this month, is onc 
of the thorniest matters remaining to be resolved before 
the Bosnians, Serbs, and Croats solemnly sign in Paris 
the agreement negotiated in Dayton (U'~*te4 States). 


In principle, it is envisaged that each country will defray 
the cost of its own contingent, which in Spain's case will 
total 25 billion pesetas, but nobody knows how the high 
joint expenses will be paid. 


These expenses, ranging from and com- 
munications to air surveillance, will total 800 billion 
pesetas, according to initial estimates, during the year 
which operation Joint Effort should last. 


Unlike what happened with UNPROFOR (UN Protec- 
tion Force), the United Nations will not pay even a cent 
toward the NATO mission, and so the latter has only its 
own diminished funds and its members’ contributions 


to fund the troops’ deployment. 


The alliance’s Military Committee has already resolved 
another contentious issue — the rules of engagement 
by which the allied troops will be governed if they find 
themselves harassed by armed militias. 


Sources acquainted with these rules, approved in Brus- 
sels this week, assert that the NATO troops “will have a 
much freer hand” than the UN troops, who over the past 
five years have been victims of the international com- 
munity’s vagueness vis-a-vis the Bosnian Serbs’ provo- 
cations. The troops which will be deployed will be able 
to use their weapons if they feel “threatened,” without 
any need for there to be a previous attack, as was the 
case with UNPROFOR. 


Nevertheless, despite this qualitative change, the sources 
consulted believe that the main difference between the 
rules governing the NATO troops and those which the 
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UN troops had lies in the fact that the former wil! be 
interpreted by U.S. officers. 

Washington's obsession with not making itself rdicu- 
lous and with guaranteeing its troops’ safety. as well 
as the Somalia experience, is causing some European 
countries to view with apprehension the possibility of 
some incident triggering off a military escalation 


War Criminals 


With respect to the attitude to be maintained toward 
the war criminals, U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher stated in Brussels Tuesday |S December] 
that “seeking them out forms no part of the work of 
the peacekeeping force, but the Military Commutice has 
asked the political chiefs for further information. Wha 
will happen if senior NATO officers have tu meet with 
Ratko Mladic (the Bosnian Serbs’ military commander 
in weder to negotiate a specific matter’? Will they have 
to detain him when he rises trom the table’ a member 
of the Spanish military asked yesterday 


Although the firs: U.S. troops are beginning to arrive in 
Tuzla with the task of seeking quarters for thei 20.000) 
fellow countrymen, the entire force has not yet been 
completed. Some countries, which the sources consulted 
avoided identifying, are substantially reducing the num 

bers which they promised as i becomes necessary bh 

specify each country’s presence on the ground 


EU Offical on OSCE Role in Bosnia, Europe 


LD0712201095 Budapest Kossuth Radio Network 
in Hungarian 1730 GMT 7 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt) The Hungarian foreign af 
fairs leaders cannot stress enough that the successes 
achieved in the OSCE’s [Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe] operations mean a significant 
step forward toward the European Union. This ts now 
confirmed by Hans van den Brock, the Union's com 
missioner, who spoke to Peter Zentai at the Congress 
Center [scene of the OSCE ministerial cownci! session 
in Budapest]. 


[Zentai] [passage omitted) First of all | am asking 
the diplomat about the main topic of the Budapest 
OSCE conference which began today on Bosnia. We 
are beginning to get confused. First the United Nations 
tried to create order but it proved to be impotent. Now an 
enormous NATO force is being sct up to create peace 
The Union is also trying, and this morning we were 
told that the OSCE is stepping onto the scene as a new 
participant. | am asking Mr. Brock to help us work this 
out. 


[Van den Brock heard in background in English, super- 
imposed by Zentai's translation and reportage} There ts 
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no contradiction here, says van den Broek. However. 
before elaborating on this view he finds it necessary to 
praise Hungary's activities in the past year as the holder 
of the OSCE chairmanship. This work is considered ef- 
fective ini Brussels, says van den Broek. 


As regards Bosnia, the task here and now in Budapest 
is to establish the role the OSCE could play in the 
wake of the Dayton agreements. [passage omitted] 
This organization will have extremely important tasks 
in the near future but first of all we must get the 
consent of the OSCE member states. Hopefully we will 
make decisions in this respect in Budapest, says van 
den Broek, also signalling that there will be no final 
decisions in Budapest since a conference will be held 
in London next week. 


Van den Brock also told the Hungarian radio that a 
great amount of work will have to be carried out within 
the OSCE since new security structures have to be 
set up for Europe so that regional conflicts can be 
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avoided in the future. [passage omitted] | asked him if 
disputes like the Hungarian-Slovak dispute hinder our 
countries’ accession to the Union. He said it ts true 
that the European Union firmly takes the stand that 
full membership has serious political preconditions as 
well as economic ones. This means that the member 
States must keep all democratic norms, maintain a 
constitutional state, and last but not least they must 
respect fully the rights of ethnic minorities. These are 
very important basic Conditions, says the commissioner, 
and it can only be decided through a constructive and 
open dialogue whether the applicant countries meet 
these demands. 


At the end of the interview van den Brock stresses that 
the European Union is not at all neutral toward the 
Hungarian-Slovak dispute and one of its tnggers, the 
issue of the [Slovak] language law. It creates concern 
but Brussels can see that the Hungarian government ts 
acting in a constructive way. 
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Solana Defends WEU-EU Gradual Integration 


BRO712122695 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 
7 Dec 95 p2 


{Report by Octavi Marti: “Solana at WISU Meeting Calls 
for European Defense Policy”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Paris — Javier Solana, the 
NATO secreta y general appointee and still Spanish for- 
eign minister, spoke yesterday before the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Western European Union (WEU) in 
Paris in order to sum up Spain's EU presidency. Solana 
spoke of the need for the EU to have a security and 
defense policy. 


Solana’s appearance was an exercise in diplomacy 
not without a certain risk because “Europeanism” and 
“Aulanticism” had to be reconciled, the work done by the 
soldiers in the former Yugoslavia had to be praised, and 
the imperative need for American aid had to be justified. 
The minister stressed that “European integration being 
Cafried out within the framework of the EU will not 
be complete as long as it does not have a security and 
defense dimension,” and he said that in his view “it 
is neither logical nor practical to maintain the current 
separation between security issues being discussed in 
the EU and issues with military or defense implications, 
which are the exclusive province of the WEU.” One of 
the : esults of this separation is the lack of “visible action 
by Europeans,” which means that “they are losing the 
political dividends” of their initiatives. Solana said he 
was convinced of the need for the “gradual integration 
of the WEU into the EU.” 


This viewpoint openly contradicts the view expressed 
the day before by British Defense Minister Michael Por- 
tillo — speaking before the same assembly - who said 
he was “against the creation of new defense structures 
in Europe that could endanger the best alliance ever 
created. The idea of creating a distinct European pillar 
within NATO is not acceptable.” Portillo believes that 
we have to reject “the fusion of the WEU and EU,” be- 
cause “there will not be security in Europe unless Rus- 
sia is included.” The “WEU is experiencing a real crisis, 
which can be seen in the fact that it is expending an in- 
ordinate amount of energy debating its own structures,” 
a tendency which he called “obsessive introspection.” 


Important Decision 


In Solana’s view France's reincorporation into the 
NATO Military Commitice is a “very important decision 
having a broad scope which bolsters the European 
security pillar and allows us to move forward, especially 
along the lines of the concept of separable but not 
separated forces, a concept created in Brussels in 1994." 
The Spanish politician spoke of “adapting NATO to 
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new challenges and issues,” a wording similar to that 
of French Foreign Minister Herve de Charette, who 
said: “Our request to bolster th. Suropean defense pillar 
entails reexamining the structures of NATO.” 


France is now justifying its break with 30 years of 
Gaullist tradition in the name of an “entrist” policy 
which advocates transformation from within the al- 
liance, after it noticed that the WEU does not function. 


Santer Sees ‘Will’ to Meet 1999 EMU Date 


BRO712154695 Paris AFP in French 
142] GMT 7 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Texij Paris, 7 Dec (AFP) — On 
Thursday [7 December] European Commission presi- 
dent Jacques Santer stated that between “seven and nine 
member states” of the European Union would be “able 
to enter the first group” of the single currency in 1999, 
and that this was “sufficient to establish the monctary 
union.” 

“Data are reassuring for the transition to the third 
sage” of EMU [Economic and Monetary Union}, Mr. 
Santer stated to the press after his hearing before the 
Foreign Affairs Committee of the National Assembly 
“The economic situation may make it more ‘difficult for 
certain member states to meet the convergence criteria 
prior to their entry, but at present, the simulations 
approved by the Finance Ministries are such (hat they 
reassure us,” he added. 


“IL have never seen a greater political will by the member 
States to attain convergence of their economic Policies 
and monetary union on the agreed date,” Mr. Santer 
affirmed 


He indicated that he expects the next EU Counci! in 
Madrid to make “a definitive decision on the third 
stage of EMU, to accept the reference scenario, and to 
officially confirm, if needed, the date of | January 1999 
for introducing the single currency.” He also expects it 
to decide on its name. 


Asked about the relations between the member states 
of the first group and the others, Mr. Santer stated that 
this is “already provided for at the institutional level in 
the Maastricht Treaty” and that it was necessary “to see 
how the foreign exchange relations are determined.” 
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Haensck. Discusses Prospects for Single Currency 
MS0812085395 London BBC Television Network 
in English 2230 GMT 7 Dec 95 


{Interview with President European Parliameat Klaus 
Haensch, by presenter Peter Snow; on 7 Dec, from the 
“Newsnight” program — recorded} 

[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Snow] | talked to the Pres- 
ident of the European Parliament earlier, | asked him 
what he wanted the intergovernmental conference to do 
to strengthen his parliament's powers. 

{Haensch] It's very simple and very easy. In all cases 
where the council can decide by majority vote, the 
parliament should have the right of co-decision on an 
equal footing with the council, not more but not less. 


[Snow] And what about qualified majority voting in the 
council, do you want the veto to remain as it is for 
countries? 


{Haensch} No I think for all normal legislation in the 
European Union we need a majority vote in the council. 
A qualified majority that's sure, but that the council can 
decide by majority in all normal vote. 


[Snow] Now how difficult it is going to be to carry the 
British with you, after all the British have to say yes if 
there's going to be any major changes don't they” 


{[Haensch} This is true, but | think that we star 
imtergovernmental conference in spring next year and 
then it will take 12 to 15 months till the end, and a lot 
of negotiations will take place and I think the positions 
of a lot of governments will change, also the British 
one. 


[Snow] Now do you think from the way Britain's 
foreign secretary Malcolm Rifkind was addressing the 
Common's this afiernoon that that he sounded and 
looked to you like a person who would change his mind 
over the next 18 months? 


{[Haensch}] Well I think Britain is interested to have a 
result of the intergovernmental conference, to strengthen 
the Union, to enlarge the Union, and therefore it's 
necessary to have some reforms of the institutions 
within the Union. So I think the British government and 
the others will be ready to mare some compromises. 
Otherwise the intergovernmental conference will have 
no result. 


[Snow] I notice that Chancellor Kohl does say in his 
statement with the French today, that they want a clause 
written into the treaty saying groups of members can 
agree to further integration. 


{[Kaensch}] I have the impression that this letter lays 
down in a general line for the European Council in 
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Madrid, and for the intergovernmental conference, but 
it is not a basis of negotiations. 


[Snow] But you think that something like that might 
make sense if the British go on saying no, ts that nght’ 


{Haensch] Well if it is included, or if ut has to be 
included in the treaty, the British government has to 
say yes otherwise it will not be in the treaty. 


[Snow] And what about the prospects for a single 
currency. When you look at the events in France at the 
moment Dr Haensch, do you wonder whether it's not 
inevitable that the date, that the timetable for a single 
currency must slip? 


{Haensch] Well it is quite clear that the internal situation 
of every member state will affect the possibility to reach 
the stability criteria’s of the timetable of the Maastricht 
Treaty, but | think it is too early to have a judgment — 
yes or no, whether the timetable and the criteria can be 
met in 1998 by France. 


Commissioner Calls On Britain To Join New Pact 


MS0812101995 Lonion FINANCIAL TIMES 
in English 8 Dec 9S p 12 


[Report on interview with Yves-Thibault de Silguy EU 
Commissioner for Economic and Monetary Affairs, by 
Charles Bremner, date not given] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Brussels — The European 
Commission aims to propose by next spring a “stahil- 
ity pact” for ensumng monctary discipline among all 
15 European Union members and wants Britain to take 
part, according to Yves-Thibault de Silguy, the Com- 
missioner for Economic and Monetary Affairs. 


M de Silguy said the Commission was secking to link a 
version of the controversial plan, promoted by Germany, 
for ensuring stability inside European monetary union, 
with its own scheme for a new system binding members 
of EMU [European Monetary Union| with EU states 
which do not join. In Italy on Wednesday, John Major 
rejected the wea of Britain joining any new currency 
mechanism. “It is in the interest of the British not to 
have currencies fluctuate,” M de Silguy told The Times 
“lt will be up to them to decide. We will not impose 
anything, but on the face of it I do not see any British 
interest in not playing for monctary stability 


Britain could not escape the consequences of EMU 
“Even if they stay on the outside, it will have an effect 
on them and it is up to them to measure the clements. 
The Commission would produce its scheme by Easter 


In a wide-ranging interview, M de Silguy also accused 
critics in Britain, France and Germany of distorting 
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the nature of the project for domestic reasons. EMU 
was on track: at least cight members were likely to 
qualify and there was no reason to consider delaying 
the scheduled launch of the single currency on January 
1, 1999. A former adviser to Jacques Chirac when he 
was French rrime Minister in the 1980s, M de Silguy 
said that the unrest in France was no source of alarm. 
“For us in Brussels, there is not the slightest doubt about 
the credibility of the policy followed by the French 


The Commission's stability scheme is an attempt to 
head off the disruption that Mr Major and other leaders 


system to avoid “competitive devaluations” by Britain 
and others which would penalise EMU members. Mr 
Major says that the likely upheaval is cause for con- 
sidering a delay and will call on fellow leaden at the 
Madrid summit next week to order a study. Federal- 
minded officials see this as sabotage. 


the tight criteria laid down at Maastricht. Such a pact 
would make no sense if it engaged only a handful of 
member, M de Silguy said. Any new “notice for apply- 
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ing Maastricht’ would have to encompass Countries in 
and outside EMU. “You cannot have a pact of budgetary 
stability if at the same time we do not have a monetary 
M de Silguy struck his habitual optimistic tone despite 
a tough autumn. Signs of Germar cold feet, French 
upheaval and the hostility of Britis’: Euro-sceptics have 
made for new uncertainty. He saici with a smile that he 
had never heard of Bernard Connolly, the British EC 
weg ray head aah nemo song dhigaat amas 
his book The Rotten Heart of Europe. 


de Silguy, 47, acknowledged that his task was to 


be so much easier io pull out figures and say, ” 
since there is some uncertainty | wonder if things are 
very sure,” he said. 


In Madrid, the EU leaders would clear the three points 
blocking a final countdown to the single currency, he 
added. These are: the choice of a name, the precise date 
in carly 1998 at which the members are to be decided 
and the matter of whether government bonds should be 
deaominated in the single currency from the moment of 
its launch. 
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Vranitzky Suggests Measures To Improve Economy 
AU0612134795 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG 
in German 6 Vec 95 p 9 


EEE 
{FBIS Translated Text) At an event organized by Bank 
Austria on Monday evening [4 December], Chancellor 
Franz Vranitzky came out in favor of an export offen- 
sive. Austria must raise its export share from 22 percent 
of GDP to 30 to 40 percent in order to be equal with 
other countries of similar size, such as the Netherlands 
or Belgium. 


The political coordination of these efforts should be 
taken over by a special ministry or state secretariat for 
foreign trade in a newly formed government. The Min- 
istry for Nationalized Industries and Transport (national- 
ized industries, railroads, post) should be replaced with 
a Ministry for Industry and Technology. 


Austria's export industry continues tc be characterized 
by “Eurocentrism”; its exports hardly go farther than 
500 km. The chancellor suggested the establishment of 
export instruments at the Financing Guarantee Company 
FGG, following the model of the East-West Pund. 


innovative strength and, parallel to that, the education 
and training systems. In 10 to 15 years, about 80 percent 


of all working people will be employed in information 
and communications technology, which are future hasic 


For next week, Vranitzky announced a paper of prin- 


FRIS-WEL-95-2™% 
8 December 1995 


Economic Research Institute noted. Devaluing the 
schilling in order to safeguard industrial employment 
would be the wrong way, since a hard exchange rate 


challenges competitiveness. 


Reducing real income via wage policy or a devaluation 
of the currency is to be rejected as a means of 
safeguarding Austria as an industrial location. The 
economic policy goal must be to maintain the income 
level and }» safeguard the hard schilling, Kramer saad. 


Unempioyment Reportedly ‘Skyrocketed’ in Nov 
AU0612133495 Salzburg SAL7BURGER 
NACHRICHTEN in German 6 Dec 9S pl 


(Report by “SN-can™: 
Skyrocketed | 


(FBIS Translated Texi] Vienna — Shortly before the 
beginning of winter, scrious problems have emerged on 
the labor market. At the end of November, the number 
of unemployed skyrocketed by 6 percent compared with 
the same month last year. Compared with October, 
the increase was 14.6 percent. The 231,809 registered 
unemployed are the second highest figure for November 
in many years 


At the same time, the number of employed people has 
once agaa declined slightly. The result: The unemploy- 
ment tate, measured by the labor potential, reached 7.! 
percent in November and was thus 0.5 percentage pownts 
higher than last year. The seasonally adjusted unemploy- 
ment sate on the basis of the OECD standards was 4.7 
percent in November, which is 9.4 percentage ports 
more than last year. The only consolation: With this 
rate, Austria is among the countries with the lowest un- 


employment rates. 


One of the main reasons for the strong increase in un- 
employment are the problems in the construction sector 
Compared with last year, the number of unemployed 
construction workers has increased by almost 40 per- 
cent to 17,624. 


Number of Unemployed Has 


The sumber of unemployed rose most strongly im 
Carinthia, by 9.3 percent. Sal7burg ranks third (plus 8.4 
percent): here the number of unemployed is currently as 
high as in the 1950's 
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Juncker Supports Joining EMU Without Belgium 
BRO712143395 Paris AFP in French 
1808 GMT 6 Dec 95 


[Report signed “VV/GGAA/ICC’: “Single Currency 
Luxembourg Could Join Without Belgium | 


|FBIS Translated Excerpt) Paris 6 Dec (AFP) — Lux- 
embourg could join monetary umion without Belgium. 
despite the fact that they share the same currency, Lux- 
embourg Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker stated in 
an interview with AFP. 


“I remain convinced that both Belgium and Luxembourg 
will be on schedule for monctary union in 1999, but if 
ever Belgium were not ready, Luxembourg would join 
on its own,” he stated. 


“The question is purely hypothetical and not one | 
am seriously contemplating,” br xevertheless added. “| 
remain convinced that the Belgias Government and the 
Belgian people will make every possible effort before 
the qualifying round,” Juncker went on to say. [passage 
omutted } 


Juncker also stated that he is convinced that monctary 
union will be achieved in 1999. “Following the Madrid 
European summit (15 and 16 December), the date of 
1999 must emerge as the irrevocable date for entry to 
the thira stage of monetary umon, he confirmed 


“The decision as to the identity of the member states 
readv to form the first group to enter monctary union 
should preferably be made in December 1997 and by 
February |998 at the latest,” he added. [passage omuiticd] 


Netherlands 


Benelux Leaders Flexible on EMU Criteria, Dates 


BROG12163195 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT 
in Dutch 6 Dec 95 


[Article by Peter de Graaf: “Benelux Cautiously Opts 
for “Euro’”} 


([FBIS Transiated Text} Benclux government leaders can 
accept the German proposal to name the European sin- 
gle currency the “Euro.” This was announced yesterday 
evening in a statement by the Belgiasi. Netherlands, and 
Luxembourg prime ministers following discussions to 
prepare for the Madrid European summit. 


The final decision on the name of the common currency 
for Economic and Monetary Union (EMU), to be 
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launched in 1999, must be made in the Spanish capital 
a the end of next week. Kok and Dehacne approve 
of the name “Euro” but are also prepared to suppor 
another name if thal meets with a consensus within the 
EU. France in particular has problems with the German 
proposal and strongly favors “Ecu.” But diplomats now 
heleve that there will be a clear majority in favor of 
Euro 


Luxembourg Prime Minister Juncker agreed that the 
name “does not exactly sound sexy.” But the Benelux 
countries find the rame the least important aspect of 
preparations for EMU which is duc to be launched 
in 1999. The government leaders must also agree in 
Madrid on the scenario for the switch to EMU 


Prime Minister Kok also showed flexibility yesterday 
on the exact date on which government ieaders must 
decide which countnes qualify for monctary umon 
There was apparently wide disagreement on this at the 
recemt Counc! of finance ministers. Germany believes 
that ti will not be possible to select the countrics 
until Sard economic figures are available on 1997 
These will oot be available until the spring of 1998 
at the carliest. But France wants to make the decision 
before that, preferably at the end of 1997 on the basis 
of provisional figures in order to avoid complications 
during the parliamentary clections in March 1998 


Kok believes that reasonably reliable figures on the 1997 
economic performances of the member statcs could be 
available by late 1997 of January 1998, including figures 
on the all-important public deficit and public det. It is 
in the crucial year of 1997 that potential participants 
in EMU must show a deficit of less than 3 percent of 
GDP and a det of less than 60 percent. However, a 
satisfactory fall in the direction of these reference values 
could be deemed sufficient to qualify. 


Kok appealed to all countries to organize their domestic 
housekeeping so as to be able to submit reliable figures 
on 1997 as soon as possible. Juncker stated that in 
practice there are not so many differences between the 
provisional and the definitive figures. But Germany has 
less faith on its European partners. [Netherlands Finance} 
Minister Zalm also supports a thorough approach 
Yesterday Benelux leaders also expressed support for 
the German proposal for a “stability pact” in order to 
guarantee EMU discipline, provided this does not result 
in the formation of “new institutions.” 
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The Prime Minister added that the Government was 
“considering the desirability” of a White Paper. 


“But we have made clear on a number of occasions that 
there are some areas that we will most certainly oppose 
— Certainly in advance of any White Paper saying so 
— in the negotiations that will take place next year. 


“That includes an extension of qualified majority voting, 
massive new powers for the European Parliament and 


signing the Social Chapte:. 


“And whatever decision is reached about a White Paper, 
those jolicies are firm and will not change.” 


Earlier, Mr Blair pressed the Prime Minister: “Is it still 
the Goverrment's position that you will not rule out 
joining a single currency in the next Parliament?” 


Mr Major replied: “That is still the Government's posi- 
tion, as | have made clear on a number of occasions.” 


[passage omitted] 


UNITED KINGDOM 


FRIS-WEL-95.21% 
8 December 1995 


Rifkind Interviewed on Policy Toward Europe 


M3081 2094895 London BBC Television Network 
in English 22/0 GMT 7 Dec 95 


{Imerview with Foreign Secretary Malcolm Rifkind by 
Peter Snow: from the “Newsnight” program — live! 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} [Snow] Foreign Secreury, in 
the Common's there you almost seemed to he relishing 
Britain's isolation. 


{Rifkind} No | wasn't doimg that, what | was dom 
is exposing the double standards of the Labour Paty, 
because Mr. Blair has gone around saying to almost 
every audience — Labour would never be isolated. a 
Labour government would always be working with our 
European partners — so | asked him well what would 
happen then when the other European countries wanted 
to end Britain's budget rebate which has saved the 
British taxpayer 18 billion pounds over the last 10 oF 
12 years, and (Shadow Foreign Secretary) Rotin Coot 
said: “Oh, we'd fight to preserve thal, even if we were 
alone 


[Snow] But wasn't he making & powerful pout — Mr 
Cook — when he said it's okay to be isolated on things 
like that sometimes, but to make ii your foreign policy 
ambition, it's what you appeared to be doing 


[Rifkind] But that's absurd. It's not our foreigy policy 
ambition. Our ambition is to defend Britain's interests 
The vast majority of the time that means that we reach 
agreement with our European colleagues and there's a 
common European policy. But what we have shown 
ourselves determined to do over the last 16 years is 
not to be afraid to be isolated, if saving 1% Millon 
pounds for the taxpayer requires us to stand alone so 
be it. If defending for example our frontier controls and 
our ability as an island to prevent drug smuggling and 
terrorists getting in to this country, if that means not 
going along with certain policies that other country’s 
wish to do well we're prepared to do that. It's not part 
of our policy to be isolated, but we're not scared of it 
We'd rather be right than be popular 


[Snow] Four years ago John Major said he wanted to sce 
Britain at the heart of Europe, can | get you to reaffirm 
that tomght” 

{Rifkind} Yes, of course. Of course, we want to be at the 
heart of Europe, but the debate today was about what 
kind of Europe. 

[Snow] But... 


[Rifkind] Well, I've got to say that otherwise you will 
misinterpret what I'm saying. The dehate today is fo 
longer about whether we should be in Europe of not, 
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for reasons | understand, concentrated on those arcas 


ae many afcas where we are with the majority, or 
indeed part of a unanimous view on the desirability of 
the enlargement of the European Union, of the need to 
entrench subsidiarity, on a whole range of issucs of that 
kind which are not so newsworthy because we happen 
to agree with our European colleagues in these areas, so 
quite properly the debate concentrates on the relatively 
few arcas, but they are important where we do disagree 


[Snow] How do you respond to Chancellor Kohl's 
remark today that he won't let the convoy be held up 
by the slowest ship, and by that he means you doesn't 
be’ 


[Rifkind] Well, no one country can simply say that. Any 
importamt changes have to be agreed by the community 
as a whole, but you know the point which you are 
asking me about doesn't require a treaty change. When 
we recognized that other country’s wanted to go ahead 
with the social chapter we didn’t veto it, we simply sand 
if you wish to go ahead you do so, Britain is not part 
of that. Likewise with the single currency. John Major 
negotiated an opt-out at Maastricht so that the other 
countries accepted in principle they were to be part of 
a single currency. The United Kingdom will not take 
that dectsion for some time. So it doesn't need treaty 


Changes 'o allow those countries that wish to go ahead 
with a common policy, but 1 does require the agreement 
of everyone as to how that will happen and the way in 
which they relate to those countries that do not wish to 
go ahead. 


[Snow] Right. So. for example, you don't want to sce a 
common integration policy. a common asylum policy, a 
common fromtier policy, you may let the rest go ahead 
with that withow you? 


UNITED KINGDOM 


[Rifkind|] Mr. Snow, at's happening already, the so- 
called Schengen system means that the other member 
states... 


[Snow, interrupting) A few of them, yes... 


[Rifkind, interrupting) Well, not al" of them opart trom 
Britain and Ircland 


[Snow, imerrupting| Just the Schengen « 


‘wwitry « 


[Rifkind, interrupting] There are now virtually the 
majority of the European Union, and we've said if they 
wish to go ahead and abolish these controls sv he 
As an island these controls ae very important to ur to 
prevent drug smuggling and terrorists petting imto the 
United Kingdom. So the cxusting system which ts based 
on everyone agrecing to have as 1 were, a differentiated 
policy enables the European Unson not to stand still 


\Snow] So past to he cxcar, if Chancellor Kohl and Mr 
Chirac go ahead and ask you whether you would mind 
having a Clause written into the treaty that would allow 
some members to go abead you'd say fine 


[Rifkind] I'm sorry that's not what I said. If they are 
saying they wish a treaty written into the European 
Union treaty saying that withowt consulting with an 
individual Country, a group of countries can go abead 
catty out a common policy and call that a European 
Union policy, that's not acceptabic. If there are major 
changes all cowntrics must take part in the negotiations 
What we have shown is that we are periectly willing 
to he flexible and not veto other countries wishing to 
develop a policy by themscives as long as they also 
respect our right sot to take part if British interests poont 
in that direction. That's not just a British position. We're 
discussing Britain's position but the truth of the matter 
is that there are matters in which Prance of Germany 
of Italy feel just as strongly as we do and expect thew 
rights to be taken inte account 


[Snow] Finally, what do you think wall be the efrect on 
the timetable for a single currency of what's happenmg 
in France at the moment’ 


(Rifkind) That will depend on whether the French 
Government succeed in what they are trying to achieve 
Clearly if they tail, of if they give in to the strikers, of if 
they are given no choice but to climb down, that would 
mean that it looks highly umprohabic that they will meet 
the requirements for reducing the French public se tor 
defen and that would mean they would not meet the 
convergence criteria roquired for a Common cr Tency 
Now it's too carly to say that will happen but it's 
obviously a possiblity 


[Snow] Would you quite like that to happen’ 
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[Rifkind] I have no strong feelings cither way. That's 
a matter for the French Government and for the French 
people. 


IRA Issues Statement on Weapons Surrender 


LD0812093195 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 0909 GMT 8 Dec 95 


[Pull text" of IRA statement released in Dublin on 8 
Desember] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} In August 1994, in recognition 
of the potential which then existed, and in order to 
enhance the democratic peace process, the leadership of 
the IRA took the initiative and announced a complete 
cessation of military operations. 

We noted then that a soluticn to the conflict would 
only be found as a result of inclusive negotiations. Our 
initiative was aimed at creating a climate which would 
encourage this. We also noted that others, not least 
the British government, had a duty to face up to their 
responsibilities. 


causes of conflict are to be removed. It is also a demand 


which the British government has stridently and repeat- 
edly made, even over the course of the last week. 


We noted that British Prime Ministes John Major at the 


British bad faith and unionist intransigence has raised a 
huge question mark over the potential of the twin-track 


As we stated on September 29, there is no question of 
the IRA meeting the ludicrous demand for a surrender 
of 
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Prime Minister Issues Sta*ement 


LD0812134295 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1302 GMT 8 Dec 95 


[By Sian Clare] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The Prime Minister today 
described the IF.A's statement the! they would not gi-’e 
up their arms as a “slap in the face” for the people of 
Ireland who wanted peace. 


John Major urged the IRA not to “run away” from 
promises they had made and stressed the need for them 
to hold serious talks with the new International Body 
on decommissioning about handing over their arms. 


He said in a statement: “We are not going to pre- 
judge the work of Senator (George) Mitchell and the 
International Body, but the IRA's intransigence is a 
slap in the face to the hundreds of thousands of people 
in Northern Ireland and the Republic who last week 
demonstrated their massive desire for peace. 


“The message of all those people to the paramilitaries 
was that their day was over and that now was the time 
to pul away guns, give up violence forever and make 
peace. 


“It's now up to Gerry Adams to make this message 
penetrate all corners of their movement. 


"The provisional leadership have made promises to the 
nationalist Community and others. 


"We hope they are not going to run away from those 
promises. 

“Let us hope that when they meet the International Body 
they will talk seriously about how they are going to 
decommission their weapons. 

"It's up to them to agree to practical concrete steps to 
consolidate peace and open the way to a lasting political 
setlernent.” 


Government sources stressed that although the IRA's 
Statement spoke of “surrender”, the Government had 
never asked the IRA to surrender. "What we have 
consistently said is that what we want is genuine 
verifiable decommissioning to start. 


"No-one is asking for arms to be handed over to the 
British,” a source said. “They can do anything they like 
(with the weapons) as long as it is a genuine, verifiable 
process of decommissioning. They can melt them down 
or make a statue of them.” 


Mr Major later told reporters in his Huntingdon con- 
Stituency that the IRA statement was in “stark contrast” 
to the wishes of the people. “The IRA and Sinn Fein 
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will now have to show whether they are quite separate 
or not,” he said. 

"Sinn Fein have said for a long time that they can’t 
control what the IRA say. Well, the IRA have had their 
message, let us hear from Mr Adams and Sinn Fein that 
they want peace, that they have meant what they have 
been saying for the past year. 

“I would very much like to hear Mr Adams denounce 
this attitude by the IRA. It’s a tremendous rebuff to 
the nationalist community and the unionist community 
and it will receive warm support from no quarter 
whatsoever. Gerry Adams had better make up his 
mind what he wants. Is Gesry Adams the man who 
wants to bring peace to Northern Ireland or is he a 
straightforward spokesman for a terrorist organisation 
who continues producing intransigent statements and 
putting a bottleneck in the way of peace? 

"This is a moment of trial for Mr Adams. Does he 
believe what he has been saying or has he been trying to 
deceive people? We'll soon know. If there is a blockage 
to the peace process, it is Sinn Fein and the IRA who 
are blocking it. They can unblock it... now we will see 
whether they are honest in what they have been saying.” 


Mr Major challenged Sinn Fein to find the courage 
participate fully in the twin-track process and cooperate 
fully with the international commission. 

Adains Interviewed on Statement 
MS0812102695 London BBC Television Network 
in English 0700 GMT 8 Dec 95 
[Telephone interview with Sinn Fein Presitent Gerry 
Adams by Nicholas Witchell; from the “Breakfast 
News” program — live} 
(FBIS Transcribed Text} [Witchell] Does this statement 
come as a surprise to you? 


{Adams} Well, the timing peshaps, but I think it's the 
content that's stating the obvious. The first doubt I think, 
about the twin-track approach came at its Conception 
when your prime minister Mr. Major insisted that there 
wound be a pre-condition on the pathway to all-party 
talks and when one thinks back that for two and a half 
years we have been waiting al a negotiating table for 
Mr. Major to join the parties here in Ireland, and the 
IRA cessation itself is 16 months old. 

[Witchell] But surely the IRA statement today effec- 
tively undermines all the work of the international com- 
mission. 


{Adams} Well, Mr. Bruton said that the twin-track 


approach was useless unless it removed pre-conditions. 
And Mr. Major and his senior ministers I think on a 
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daily basis since it was announced have reiterated their 
intransigent insistence that there be a road block and 
there be a pre-condition and that we won't be able to get 
into all-party talks. So all of the parties who have been 
prevented from going into all-party talks, have been 
prevented from doing that by the British Government 
insistence on an IRA surrender 


[Witchell| But Mr. Adams. this ts a terrible blow isn't 
it, after all the optimism of President Clinton's visit? 


[Adams] Well, the optimism, if | can say so, of President 
Clinton's visit, was because the irish people were glad 
to embrace a man who has taken some risks for peace 
in Our Country. It was not about the joint Communique 
that was announced in Downing Street, and furthermore 
Sinn Fein is still prepared. and | made this ciear last 
week, to be positive about all of this. 


[Witchell] So this is not and end to the peace process? 


{Adams} Well, we won't have an end to the peace 
process until we get a peace settiement and Sinn Fein’s 
peace strategy will remain very very firmly in place, 
but we cannot have peace and the peace process will be 
continuously subverted if the British Government insist 
upon refusing the democratic imperative of this moment 
and if the Unionists are continuously encouraged be 
intransigent. 


Paisley Rejects Contents of Ulster Communique 


MS071214S5095 Beljast BELFAST TELEGRAPH 
in English 6 Dec 9S pis 


{Article by Democratic Unionist Party leader lan Pais- 
ley: “Why I Oppose The Downing Strect Deal”] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The communique issued by 
Downing Street a week ago is an ipnominious document 
which represents a grave insult to the dignity and 
intelligence of the people of Northern ireland. 


It was hastily concocted in « desperate last-minute 
endeavour to aggrandise the visit of a discredited 
American president and endow his unlawful interference 
in the internal affairs of the United Kingdom with a 
veneer of respectability. The visit and the communique 
are transparently linked. 


Clinton had already outraged the province's law-abiding 
democratic majority by actively and shamelessly facil- 
itating and furthering the aims of Republican terrorists 
and Dublin, with whom he sided under pressure irom 
the rich Southern-Irish-American lobby in the United 
States. 


Now his Irish-Republican-boosting visit to Northern 
Ireland aimed at bolstering his electoral support at home 
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and endorsing the preposterous proposals contained in 
the communique leaves him open to total ridicule. 


It was noticeable during the Clinton visit that the only 
victims of violence contacted were from the nationalist 
side and that no credit of any kind was given to 
the security forces of the Crown, nor were Ulster's 
honoured dead even mentioned. 


This communique not only bears all the hallmarks of 
a fudge, it is also draped in the duplicitous jargon of 
all three previous monuments to the disastrous failure 
calied the Anglo-Irish process, on which the government 
stubbornly continued to build in total disregard of the 
political reality that they were all decisively rejected by 
the people of Northern Ireland. 


The 666-word document has been ignominiously cob- 
bled together behind closed doors, without consultation 
or consent, by a treacherous, Prime Minister whose gov- 
ernment is on record as no longer having any “selfish 
Strategic or economic interest” in Northern Ireland as 
part of the Union. 


The co-author is a meddling foreign head of state who 
still refuses to move on the illegal Articles 2 and 3 
of his country’s constitution. Bruton’s involvement also 
indicates that the British government has abandoned 
its will and its constitutional obligation to assert its 
exclusive sovereign role in Northern Ireiand. 


Instead, it has prescribed a joint process initiated and 
controlled by “the two governments,” a phrase used nine 
times in the document together with “both governments” 
(three times), “each government” (once) and The British 
and Irish governments” (once). 


The proposals contained in the document thus amount to 
a vicious new brand of joint authority — a policy which 
the British government had previously vehemently de- 
nied. The policy of psychological withdrawal expressed 
in the framework document has now become one of 
wilful disengagement. 


To imagine therefore that the communique can com- 
mand the support of the unionist majority represents the 
highest pinnacle to date of the government's stupidity. 
To imagine, too, that after 25 years of IRA/Sinn Fein’s 
intransigence refusing to surrender a single item of their 
terrorist arsenal they will now be persuaded to disarm 
by the provisions of a document concocted in 14 hours, 
is wanton folly. 


The rapidity of their “acceptance” of the communique 
without waiting nine months for 19 pages of “clarifi- 
cation” exposes their involvement in the deal, but pre- 
dictably avoiding any intention to decommission . 
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Yet the government dares to present this garbled mess of 
mis- Statements, contradictions and affronts to democ- 
racy aS a perceived solution to the impasse in the so- 
called peace process which the government has still not 
admitted to be a capitulation process. 


The communique is, in essence, a new phase in the 
British government's surrender to IRA/Sinn/Sinn Fein. 
Its main provisions are: 


— A twin-track process to make parallel progress on 
decommissioning and all-party negotiations. This twin- 
track process is a renunciation of the government's ini- 
tial position that Sinn Fein/IRA would not be admitted 
to any talks process before the surrender of weapons — 
a stance from which the Prime Minister repeatedly as- 
sured us that he would not retreat. He has thus broken 
his word yet again. 


— An international body to deal with the decommis- 
sioning, Internationalisation of the problem reflects the 
British government's policy of progressive abandon- 
ment of its sovereignty over, its responsibilities for, and 
its interest in, Northern Ireland. It also amoutis to a tacit 
admission of the total failure of the disastrous policies 
pursued during almost a quarter of a century of direct 
rule; 


— A “firm aim” to start all-party talks with an “open 
agenda” by the end of February, 1996. “Any party” will 
now be allowed to raise “any relevant matters.” The 
carefully concealed aim of this is to draw unionists into 
a process in which the distinction between so- called 
“preparatory talks” and the “substantive negotiations” 
envisaged in the framework document would become 
increasingly indistinct and eventuality unnoticeable, 


— An “interlocking three-stranded process” for these 
talks, permitting various formats for meetings with 
the parties, among the parties, and “between the two 
governments together and one or more parties.” As 
part of this recipe for chaos, each party, regardless 
of its democratic mandate, is to be treated “on an 
equal basis.” This means that Sinn Fein/IRA, with a 
mandate on of about 10 per cent and a bargaining 
chip of an unsurrendered 100-ton arsenal, together with 
other fringe parties, would be considered “equal” to the 
DUP [Democratic Unionist Party}, if we were to attend 
the talks with the largest mandate of any party in the 
province; 


— Agreement by “both governments to invite the 
parties to intensive preparatory talks.” This preposterous 
statement reveals how the Republic's government now 
has assumed the audacity to invite clected and even 
unelected representatives of the people of Northern 
Ireland to discuss their own future! Dublin would help 
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to decide, and would have to approve, the future of 
Northern Ireland and the wishes of its people. Such is 
the new definition of *self- determination’ and ‘consent.’ 
When the proposals of this communique are placed to- 
gether, they amount to a declaration by Major's govern- 
ment of further significant diminution and abrogation of 
British sovereignty in two significant ways. 


international body is charged with ‘advising’ (pararaph 
7) the government on decommissioning. 


decommissioning and all-party negotiations” means that 


In other words, talking and bargaining can proceed on 
the future status and governance of an integral part of 


its sovereign responsibility to implement the 


communique is much shorter and was 
thrown together much more hastily than its lengthy 
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predecessors in the Anglo-Irish process has not enabled 
its authors to conceal the contradictions, duplicity, and 
Capitulation with which it teams. 

Its claim to an objective of reaching “a political set- 
Ulement based on consent” (paragraph 3) is patently 
negated by its denial of the democratic process by “treat- 
ing each party on an equal basis” (paragraph 4). 


Its stated aim of building “on existing exchanges and 
bilateral contacts” (paragraph 4) reveals its reckless 
disregard for the proven failure of past policies. 


Its appeal to an international body to provide “an in- 
dependent assessment of the decommissioning issue,” 
when the chairman of that body is to be the pro-Irish 
nationalist US Senator George Mitchell, not only makes 
a mockery of the concept of that body's independence, 
but demonstrates the determination of Major's govern- 
ment to rid itself of the responsibility of assuring that 
Northern Ireland's future is determined by the demo- 
cratic consent of the citizens of Northern Ireland and 
by them alone. 


It is outrageously absurd of the Prime Mister — or any 
one else — to think that the people of Northern Ireland 
will really sit back passively like obedient litte puppy- 
dogs and allow their future to be dictated to them on 
the basis of a despicable deal agreed on the telephone 
and on which he then shook hands with the head of a 
hostile foreign state. 


Like israel, which was blinded in part to the truth 
of the Gospel (Rom. 11:7), some unionists have been 
blinded by the carefully contrived pizzazz of the Clinton 
visit. They must join their fellow-unionists in asserting 
their demand that the people of Northern Ireland shall 
determine their own future and form of government on 
the sole basis of Ulster’s right to self- determination. 
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Bruton Urges All To Join Disarmament Talks 


LD0612164595 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1630 GMT 6 Dec 95 


(By Chris Parkin] 

[FBIS Transcribed Text] Irish Prime Minister John Bru- 
ton today urged all Irish political parties to co-operate 
fully with the international body being established to 
oversee the arms decommissioning dimension of the 
Northern Ireland peace process. 


He also called on the politicians to “apply themselves 
with all necessary Commitment” to preparatory discus- 
sions for all-party talks on the future of Northern Ire- 
land. 


Mr Bruton made his double plea in the Dail, the Dublin 
parliament, in the face of firm rejections spelled out 
already this week by Ulster’s two main unionist parties 
in response to talks invitations from Ireland's Foreign 
Minister Dick Spring. 

The Irish premier declared: “We have agreed that we 
will consider constructively any practical suggestions 
that could help to bring all parties into negotiations. 


FBIS-WEU-95-236 
8 December 1995 


“Everyone concerned — particularly the parties in 
Northern Ireland — have responsibilities to build on 
this opportunity for substantial forward movement.” 


Mr Bruton indicated that he felt the reply from Ulster 
Unionist leader David Trimble — which ruled out talks 
on Northern Ireland with any ‘foreign government’ — 
“left room for exploratory dialogue”. 


He added: “It is important to put the accent on the 
positive elements — on the position of any of the 
relevant parties — rather than seek to highlight certain, 
undoubtedly present, elements in the stance adopted by 
the Ulster Unionist Party at this early stage. 


“I believe our reply will allay some, at least, of their 
concerns.” 


Mr Bruton confirmed he would be having bi-lateral 
talks on the peace process with Prime Minister John 
Major during a European heads of government meeting 
in Madrid next week. 
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Paris, Bonn To Cooperate on Spy Satellites 
LDO812101695 Paris France-2 Teletext in French 
2051 GMT 7 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text} At the French-German summit 
in Baden-Baden yesterday, France and Germany de- 
cided to cooperate in the field of spy satellites. 

In ten years’ time, Paris and Bonn will launch Helios Il 
and Horus, two observation satellites. This marks a new 
Stage in military Cooperation between the two countries. 
This decision comes a week after the Eurocorps, the 
majority of whose men are from the French and German 


Chirac Reassures Izetbegovic on Dayton 
BRO812122395 Paris AFP in French 
1938 GMT 7 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Sarajevo, 7 Dec (AFP) — 
France “will adhere scrupulously to the implementation 
of the Dayton agreements, including and primarily with 
regard to Sarajevo,” President Jacques Chirac confirmed 
in a letter he sent to his Bosnian counterpart, Alija 
Izetbegovic, on 7 December. 


“The future of Bosnia-Herzegovina as we all see will 
be played out in Sarajevo,” Chirac continues, who in 
a letter to his U.S. counterpart, Bill Clinton, last week 
had requested “guarantees” for the Serb population of 
Sarajevo, estimating that the Dayton agreements did not 
offer sufficient guarantees. 


In his letter, which was sent to AFP by the Bosnian 
presidency, Chirac adds that France “has been the first 
country to demand the city’s reunification, and considers 
that the result achieved is one of the major achievements 
of the Dayton agreements. It is this result which we 
have to consolidate today, for example by promoting the 
establishment in Sarajevo of dialogue and consultative 
structures, obviously under the Bosnian Government's 
sovereignty, allowing us to give impetus to the much 
needed reconciliation process.” 
According to the head of state, “this in no way involves 
a renegotiation or questioning of the agreements to be 
signed in Paris (on 14 December), but rather creating the 
practical preconditions allowing their full implementa- 
tion under the best possible conditions.” 

"It is along these lines that the French forces in 
Sarajevo will continue their work in the months to 
come, obviousiy in close cooperation with the Bosnian 
authorities,” he continues. “Very clear instructions in 
this respect were given to our forces, whose remarkabic 
role in the service of peace cannot be stressed enough.” 


FRANCE 1s 


A controversy has broken out in Sarajevo over the past 
few days, with Bosnian officials reproaching the French 
UNPROFOR [UN Protection Force] troops in Sarajevo 
a biased attitude in favor of the city’s Serb population. 


Finally, Mr. Chirac assured President Izetbegovic that 
“France more than any other country has contributed 
to the lifting of the siege on the capital thanks to the 
courageous action of its soldiers.” 


Iraqi Foreign Minister Not To Meet Officials 


AU0812071895 Paris AFP in English 
2242 GMT 7 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, Dec 7 (AFP) — Iragi 
Foreign Minister Muhammad Sa‘id al-Sabhaf arrived in 
Paris Thursday for an overnight stopover, but a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman stressed that he was not duc to meet 
any French officials. 


Iragi officials said the minister was spending the night 
in the French capital en route to a meeting of the 
Organisation of the Islamic Conference in the west 
African state of Guinea. 


The French spokesman denied Iraqi claims that the 
minister was holding talks with French officials. 


‘Mr. Al-Sabhaf will have no contacts with the French 
authorities,” he said. 


Iraq has been shunned by most other countries since its 
troops invaded Kuwait in August 1990, sparking a bricf 
war with a western-led alliance and the adoption of UN 
SANCHIONS against it. 


Chirac Says Policy To Restore ‘Social Cohesion’ 


AU0712203395 Paris AFP in English 
1959 GMT 7 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Baden-Baden, Germany, Dec 
7 (AFP) — French President Jacques Chirac said 
Thursday [7 December] the policy of his government, 
faced with the most serious protest strikes since 1968, 
was not dictated by any “imposed constraints” but 
a desire to fight unemployment and “restore social 
cohesion” in France. 


He was replying to suggestions that the French gov- 
ernment’s determination to reform the social security 
system, which has provoked the massive strike wave, 
was dictated by a need to cut budget deficits to meet 
the criter to allow France to join in a single European 


currency. 


Speaking alongside Chancellor Helmut Kohl at the close 
of a Franco-German summit, Chirac said the policy was 
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aimed at — unemployment and restoring social 


He mentioned jobs for young people in particular, 
Saying it was necessary to open up prospects for them 
and provide them with a social protection at least equal 
to that of their elders. 


Kohl for his part said he had “absolutely no fears” 
that given the social situation in France, the French 
government would not be able to reduce its budget 
deficit. “I do not have the slightest ground to have such 
fears,” the chancellor added. 


ee 


saying he knew from experience how difficult it was 
to make budget cuts. “When one is convinced of the 
correctness of one’s policy, one must act with firmness 


and courage,” the chancellor said in reply to journalists’ 


Asked how he felt given the challenge of the present sit- 
uation, Chirac said he was in “excellent spirits because 
we have just had a summit which fully satisfied me’. 
He added it was the PFranco-German summit which had 
“taken the most decisions”. 


At their summit of just a few hours in the spa town 
near the French border, the two men 
of a letter to leaders of the 13 other 
states setting out their vision of how 
be reformed and develop over the next 
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any state, saying that on the contrary they wanted to 
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order to launch a damning indictment against Alain 
Juppe. “There is undoutedly a problem in the way the 
Juppe government works. There is courage but still no 
clearly defined outlook. The French people are being 
told that the only goal is to fight deficits and det. All 
governments should fight deficits and det. But that 
is only a means and that alone does not constitute a 
policy. We must have a prime minister who is suited 
to the policy that we want to pursue. We cannot lead 
this country like you lead a board of directors. The 
French people need their dreams, hopes, and passions. 
They need someone to ‘speak to them of love.” Not 
just interest rates and deficits. If, in the coming months, 
a very strong signal ts not sent to the French people, 
then things are likely to go badly for the majority. 
So we have to change policies.” The former minister 
described the new policy like this: “There must be 
dialogue, not distrust — or the appearance of u — of 
those people who are worred about their future. Then 
we have to bring together all of the country’s forces in 
a grand design to get the country going again, in which 
everyone feels like they are playing a role. There is 
nO reason to present the reforms as a penance for the 
French people. Just like General de Gaulle used to say: 
‘France's policy is not made in public.” We cannot 
simply say to the French people: ‘Our aim is to cut 
social security and budget deficits.” Behind the dry 
words there are men and women with their hopes and 
fears too. 


Railroad Unions Agree To Meet Juppe’s Mediator 


AUORSI2103095 Paris AFP in English 
1019 GMT & Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Paris, Dec 8 (AFP) — Rail 
umion leaders have agreed to meet the mediator ap- 
pointed by Prime Minister Alain Juppe Friday to try 
to resolve the two-week-old rail strike, the Transport 
Ministry said 


Jean Mattcoli, a senior economist who was appointed 
on Thursday, will hold a meeting with representatives of 
five of the unions, including the key CGT and FO labour 
federations, at 4:00 p.m. (1500 GMT), a spokesman 
said. 


Matteoli is president of the Economic and Social 
Council (CES), a consultative state body grouping trade 
unions and employers. His appointment came amid a 
concerted government push to resolve the crisis. 


Rail workers are striking over a five-year restructuring 
plan aimed at cutting the SNCF's massive deficits, 
which they fear will cost jobs, train lines and welfare 


rights 
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Matcolli’s brief is “to meet all the SNCF unions to 
inform workers comprehensively of the consequences 
of key points of the restructuring plan anc to clarify 
with them points which have produced questions ” 


The meeting will take place at the Transport Ministry, 
a spokesman said. 





The strike by workers for the SNCF national rail 
authority, which began on November 24, is at the heart 
of the social crisis which has gripped France for two 
weeks. 
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UN Ambassador Yanez Likely Successor to Solana 


BRO712135895 Madrid ABC in Spanish 7 Dec 95 
pig 


[Report by "G.L.A.”: "Yanez Replaces Westendorp as 
Solana’s Possible Reple~ement”) 

(FBIS Translated Text) Madrid — Spanish Ambassador 
to the United Nations Juan Antonio Yanez has become 
the most likely candidate to replace Javier Solana as 
foreign minister, according to government sources. Thus 
Yanez replaces Carlos Westendorp, secretary of state for 
European Affairs as the main candidate for the post. 


Even though the possibility was contemplated of giving 
this post to a politician so as to benefit from the ap- 
pointment in electoral terms, the portfolio’s complexity 
and the short time during which its new holder will be 
in office have apparently made the decision gravitate in 
favor of a diplomat. 


[Prime Minister] Gonzalez prefers Yanez, with whom he 
has a good personal relationship. Yanez was the head 
of the International Department of the prime minister's 
office from 1982 to 1991. 


Although Westendorp is considered to be one of the 
best Spanish diplomats and one of the greatest experts 
in European affairs, he does not enjoy Gonzalez’ trust 
to the same extent. Besides, diplornats regard him as a 
party man — he is a member of the PSOE [Spanish 
Socialist Workers Party], just as Yanez is — whereas 
within the party he is regarded as a diplomat. 

PSOE Considers Candidates To Replace Gonzalez 
BRO812130595 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 

7 Dec 95 pi7 

[Report by “LRA.” and “A.D.": “PSOE Studies 
Prospects for Borrell, Belloch, Almunia, Alderdi, and 
Manuel Marin") 

(FBiS Translated Text] Madrid — The Spanish Socialist 
Workers Party [PSOE] leadership is playing with five 
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names as possible replacements for Felipe Gonzalez if 
he finally decides not to head the electoral lists. They 
are Public Works and Transport Minister Jose Borrell, 
Justice and Interior Minister Juan Alberto Belloch, So- 
cial Affairs Minister Cristina Alderdi, Socialist group 
spokesman Joaquin Almunia, and European Commis- 
sion Vice President Manuel Marin. The Socialist lead- 
ership has commissioned an urgent sociological profile 
of the five possible candidates in order to assess their 
This study is in lline with the Socialist leadership's aim 
of seeking a new consensus candidate to propose to Fe- 
lipe Gonzalez following Javier Solana’s disappearance 
from the list and is a safety mechanism in the event that 
the prime minister decides not to head the lists. There 
is NO regional or autonomous Community leader in the 
study. 


The fact that Borrell is mentioned in the study with 
four other possible candidates decreases the chances of 
the minister, who is otherwise best placed to succeed 
Gonzalez. “A referendum on Borrell or not is avoided,” 
the sources consulted stated yesterday. 


The prime minister does not intend to reveal his final 
intentions until after the European summit which will 
be held 15-16 December in Madrid. Finally, he will 
not even call together his “Sanhedrin” of confidants, 
despite the requests of some of them. He has left to 
those closest to him the task of trying to find seck a 
possible emergency consensus candidate; an aim, which 
presents many difficulties, with the added obstacle of the 
shortage of time. 
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Swedes, Danes Present Positions on IGC 


BRO812121795 Brussels EUROPEAN VOICE 
in English 7-13 Dec 95 p& 


[Article by Ole Ryborg: “Nordics Prepare IGC Strat- 
egy’) 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Two of the EU's three Scan- 
danavian members this week set out their stall ahead of 
1996 treaty review, with reports clearly designed to 


appease Eurosceptics and boost the Union's popularity 
in both countries. 


A seven-page document drawn up by the Copen- 
government - which declares the 1992 Edinburgh 
Agreement, setting out four Danish reservations on the 


future shape of Europe, is not up for negotiation next 


voting procedures to population size - 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 19 


The government also c2‘is for the inclusion of citizens” 
rights in the next treaty and says non-discriminatory 


rights against race, sex, and religion, as well as basic 
rights for employees, should also be considered. 


For the Swedes, the biggest challenges for the IGC 


Reflecting its concern to win over a sceptical public, 


Stockholm places great emphasis on openness, demand- 
ing that the right to information be written into the 


Both governments call for more EU action to protect the 
environment. Denmark says the principle of sustainabic 
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‘Shuggish’ Progress in Schengen Talks Reported 
BRO612131195 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
in Swedish 5 Dec 95 p 5 


(Report by "j-ae": “Schengen Talks Sluggish on Nordic 
Front”) 
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made in the actual executive commutice, an expanded 
executive committee, to which Norway and Iceland also 
belong, would mect in order to make the same decision 


again. 


It now remains to be seen whether or not the proposed 
political agreement can be reached at the Ostend con- 
ference. If it is not, Finnish observer status in Schengen 
is one of the things that will have to be postponed. 


According to the proposed schedule, observer status 
should become a reality some time next spring. 


The Schengen agreement aims at the abolition of border 
checks between member states at the same time as 
checks are made more stringent at the outer frontiers. 
The agreement also covers police and legal cooperation 
as well as Cooperation on asylum and visa policy. 


The basic treaty was signed in 1985S by Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Luxembourg, Germany, and France. Italy, 
Portugal, Spain, and Greece have now joined as well. 


Cooperation is not functioning smoothly between or- 
dinary member states cither. France has not abolished 
passport checks in the way the agreement specifics, as 
this country still thinks that it needs to protect itself 
against both narcotics and terrorists. The Netherlands, 
on the other hand, has been criticized for its highly lib- 
eral drugs policy and is now being beset with demands 
to make existing legislation stricter. 


At the Ostend meeting the chairmanship of Schengen 
passes form Belgium to the Netherlands. 


Finland 


Ahtisaari Supports Cooperation With NATO 
LD0312203395 Helsinki Suomen Yieisradio Network 
in Finnish 1530 GMT 3 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} President Martti Abtisaari sup- 
ports Finland's cooperation with the military alliance 
NATO. In an interview for the LAENSI-SUMOMI 
newspaper, Ahtisaari says that cooperation with NATO 
and possibly joint exercises too, are a way of promot- 
ing security, if viewed without prejudice. According to 
Ahtisaari, NATO continues to play an important role 
in guaranteeing European security. However, the presi- 
dent points out that Finland is not on the point of joining 
NATO. Abtisaari thinks it is a problem that past fixed 
ideas, with their concepts of the Cold War, still survive. 
For that reason, it is important to be able to view NATO 
too with slightly different cyes, Abtisaari says. 
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Carisson Proposes Joint EU Expansion Talks 
LD0812135295 Stockholm Sveriges Radio Network 
in Swedish 1130 GMT 8 Dec 95 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt} At the EU summit in Madrid 
next week, the expansion of the Union will be one of 


LD0612190595 Stockholm Sveriges Radio Network 
in Swedish 1645 GMT 6 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Sweden's policy of nonpar- 
ticipation in military alliances is not written in stone, ac- 
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cording to Foreign Minister Lena Hjelm-Walles. When 
the Riksdag today discussed the Swedish security and 
ernment is actively working toward a pan-European se- 
curity partnership. 

Foreign Minister Hyeim-Wailen explained that she saw 
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Russia Ready To Participate in Cyprus Solution 
NC0812092695 Nicosia O AGON in Greek & Dec 95 
pp i.8 


Kliridhis Interviewed on Defense, Beattie 


NC0712162095 Nicosia O FILELEVTHEROS 
in Greek 7 Dec 95 p& 
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Great powers do not want a Greek military mmterierence 
in Cyprus, while at the same time hoping to aveud a 
Greece-Turkey clash. 


With the unified defense doctrine our aegotiating posi- 
von has been greatly improved. 


After the unified defense doctrine’s realization, the 
United States and Europe turned their attention to the 
promotion of a demulitarization solution. 


More in detail the statements and conceras by President 
Kliridhis on the big issue of defense are as follows 


{O FILELEVTHEROS) Both you and the government 
spokesman said that from now on we wil! respond in the 
same way to any Turkish provocations or threats. Hove 
our previous weaknesses been reversed so thal we really 
mean what we say’ 


[Kliridhis} In order to be in a position to he able to 
react correctly, we must first conclude certain mulrtary 
projects. When these projects—which are within the 
unified defense doctrine’s framework—are completed. 
we will be able to respond in kind to the Turks. al) over 


{O FILELEVTHEROS| Since the annowncement on the 
construction of an ait base in Paphos, the Turks on two 
occasions photographed the arca with special aircraft 
Are you concerned over the possibility that they will 


proceed with precautionary raids, giving the excuse that 


So, if we find out that the Turks plan any 
“precautionary attacks” against our mulitary targets. | 
believe we will be in a position to face this danger 
So I clearly answer that we can protect our mulitary 
establishments. [passage omuiticd] 


{[O FILELEVTHEROS) What is the foreign and cope 
cially the U.S. and European reaction to the Latest mul. 
itary planning in Cyprus’ 


[Kliridhis} | can responsibly say that since we an- 
nounced the unified defense doctrine, al! nathons have 


rization and did not have the unified defense doctrine, 
nations were saying nothing about demulitanzation Now 


they are getting frightened that Greece will commit to 


military action in Cyprus and they do sot want thy. And 
I clearly say they do not want a Greece-Turkey clash 


But for us the doctrine’s big advantage is that it covers 
a from from Thrace to Cyprus, meaning that « engapes 
the whole of Hellenism in this effort 














on the unified defense doctrine, Arsenis was neither 
present nor knew thal we were going to raise this issue. 
Arsenis, however, (as far as the Greek side is concerned) 
who 


setttet 
Thiele 
if 

k 


+] 
: | 
+ 


: 


maneuvers. We had to modernize the Greek and Cypriot 
equipment so that thei. way the required capability for 
commumcation. Arsents played a very important part in 
this, taking into consideration the fact that there were 


Arsenis, | want to stress that his most important contri- 
bution is that by his personal orders the doctrine’s real- 
ization proceeds so quickly thal any government change 
in Cyprus and in Greece can not reverse it. [passage 


23 


Cyprus we had statements ooth by you and by US. of- 
ficials, the target of which was to reduce expectations. 
Since you have said that if increased expectations do 
not come true they can harm the process’ credibility, 
should we suppose that the statements were just policy 
statements or that nothing is indeed expected by Beat- 
tie’s visit? 


[{Kliridhis} it is a fact that when Beattic was planning 
to visit Cyprus, our views were asked. | publicly stated 
my position. In view of the fact that for any change 
in the [Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf] Denkias position, 
first there must be a change in the position of Ankara. 
move should be directed toward Ankara and 
found that there is a new atmosphere then a 
visit would be useful. According to my information, 
from the contacts the Americans had with Turkey— 
which were stopped because of the internal crisis and 
the eclections—there was nothing indicating that there 
was any change. When we talked about change | asked 
not just for half words but for specific issues, like the 
issue of demilitanzation, the future guarantees, and our 
course toward Europe. This was and still is my view 
now, in light of developments in Turkey and because 
of the fact that Beattie will not visit Greece of Turkey, 
I do not believe that there is anything that can make ur 
expect any development. So | believe that we must call 
a spade a spade. 


{O FILELEVTHEROS| Is Beattic’s vist timed for the 


preelection period’ 1 am referring to the US. elections 
and to the fact that Clinton needs the Greek expatriates. 


[Kliridhis} The reason given is that they did not want 
to let a long period pass and thus give the impression 
that the U.S. initiauve is over. It is obvious, however, 
that for the time being they are not ready nor can they 


promote a solution. [passage omitted] 


{0 FILELEVTHEROS) You have said that we do not 
expect anything from Beattic’s visit, but all information 
says that there will be a strong effort at the beginning 
of next year, with the specific target of a round of talks 
between Kliridhis and Denktas. If the common ground 
asked by you is found, will you he ready to talk during 


the parliamentary preciection period” 


[Kiiridhis} Of course. If there is common ground, if 
our differences are reduced, and if there are prospects | 
would be mad saying that | do not accept negotiati.ns. 


[passage omitted] 


{[O FILELEVTHEROS)} Let us mention something else. 
Are you not concerned that certain powerful countries, 
like the five which met Deniz Baykal recently, gave the 
Clear promise to Ankara that Cyprus will not joi the EU 
unless there is a Cyprus solution’ Second are you not 
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concerned over the fact that we may reach a bisection 
of Cyprus if we join the EU before a Cyprus solution? 


(Kliridhis} I would first like to say that whenever the 
government of a country which is an EU member hinted 
that Cyprus will not join the EU before a solution, we 
lodged strong demarches and I personally contacted the 
leaders of such countries. We were assured that while 
it is wished that the Cyprus issue be solved before we 
join the EU, it is not a condition. I asked to be informed 
of what was said to Baykal. [passage omitted] 


Spokesman, Party Chairmen on Beattie’s Visit 
NC0712132895 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 

ion Radio Network in Greek 
1130 GMT 7 Dec 95 
(FBIS Translated Text) Government spokesman Ioannis 
Kasoulidhis reiterated today that the government coes 
not exclude the establishment of a multinational force in 
Cyprus, which will be composed of people from many 
countries—European or others, or from NATO exclu- 
sively. In a statement to CyBC [Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation} Kasoulidhis said the government explained 
its positions on this issue to U.S. Presidential Emissary 
Richard Beattie and added: We expect that the Ameri- 
cans will continue their efforts with the Turkish side so 
thai it changes its intransigence. 
Party chairmen and representatives made statements on 
Beattie’s visit and the issue of the multinational force: 


DISI [Democratic Rally] Chairman Ioannis Matsis said 
that Beattie’s visit has reactivated the U.S. factor on 
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the Cyprus issue. He also said that with this visit, 
Beattie basically wanted to make his own evaluation of 
certain parts of the Cyprus issue. Matsis added that the 
establishment of a multinational force in Cyprus would 
be a good development for Cyprus. He added that his 
party supports this force coming from NATO. 


AKEL [Restorative Party of the Working People] Sec- 
retary General Dhimitrios Khristofias said that Beattie’s 
visit was investigative but also essential for the U.S. 
efforts to bring the two sides to the negotiating table. 
On the issue of the multinatioral force Khristofias said 
AKEL’s position supports the extension of guarantees 
with the participation of Security Council members. 


DIKO [Democratic party) Secretary General Stathis 
Kittis assesses Beattie’s visit as the beginning of a 
stronger U.S. mobilization, which will start next year, 
after elections in Turkey. He added that DIKO's position 
is that a multinational force in Cyprus must be under UN 
auspices. He stressed that the Cyprus issue must not slip 
out of the UN framework. 


EDEK [United Democratic union of Cyprus] Vasos 
Lisaridhis expressed the impression that Beattie came 
to Cyprus to hear rather than to offer any proposals. On 
the issue of the multinational force, Lisaridhis said his 
party is in favor of replacing the Turkish troops with a 
multinational force under UN auspices. 
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Papoulias, Arsenis Comment on NATO Meeting 


NC0612070095 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 2200 GMT 5 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The fall meeting of NATO 
foreign ministers concluded in Brussels. A surprising 
number of defense ministers also attended. [passage 
omitted] 

France decided to gradually reinforce its presence in 
the Alliance's military sector. French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charette is in Brussels and made his statement 
today. The entire Alliance welcomed it, including the 
Greek side, which was represented at NATO Headquar- 
ters in Brussels by Foreign Minister Karolos Papoulias 
and National Defense Minister Yerasimos Arsenis. 
Speaking to correspondents, Papoulias said he was satis- 
fied with the peace agreement but noted that many prob- 
lems remain. He recalled that from the outset the Greek 
Government opposed a military solution to Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and supported a diplomatic settiement with 
Belgrade’s participation at the negotiating table. 
Arsenis revealed nothing about Greek participation in 
the NATO peace force. He stressed that this force is not 
a force that will impose peace. He said that although it 
is a military force, its goal is to maintain peace and to 
operate along with other forces that are responsible for 
righting economic damage in areas affected by the war. 


Commenting on the participation of France, which 
abstained from NATO military activities for 30 years, 
Arsenis stressed that this reinforces the Alliance's 
European gate. [passage omitted] 


UN Envoy Disagrees With FYROM Counterpart 


NCO0S12175595 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1600 GMT 5 Dec 95 


{FBIS Translated Text} Ambassador Khristos Za- 
kharakis, the Greek permanent UN representative, in 
a letter to the international organization's secretary 
general pointed to opposition to the spirit of the interim 
accord between Greece and Skopje [The Former Yu- 
goslav Republic of Macedonia, FYROM] in a speech by 
Skopje’s permanent representative, (Denko Malevski). 
This speech was delivered during a Security Council 
discussion on renewing the international peace force 
order in Skopje. In his letter, Zakharakis said he would 
avoid the hints, inaccuracies, and falsifications by the 
Skopjean representative and pointed out the repeated 
use of (Malevski)’s country’s name, which goes against 
the provisions of Security Council Resolution 817/ 
93 and against the interim accord’s and the memo- 
randum's provisions for practical measures between 
the two countries. In his letter to the UN secretary 
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general, Zakharakis conveys the Greek Government's 
honest hope for a quick resolution of Greek-Skopjean 
differences so that regional peace and stability are 
reinforced. 


PASOK Executive Bureau To Decide Next Move 


NCO0712192995 Atiens ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
7 Dec 9S pb 


{Report by Yeoryios Karelias] 


[FBIS Translated Text) PASOK [Panhellenic Socialist 
Movement] leading cadres are looking for a solution to 
the deadlock that can be created by the possible pro- 
longed inability of Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou 
to exert his authority. According to our information, 
they have agreed on the move which will take place. 


A fair period of time, that everybody believes must not 
exceed one month, must pass before any move takes 
place. This move can only come from a high party 
organ, in which leading party and government cadres 
participate, and with whom Andreas Papandreou had 
never had any problems of communication. 


So if the deadlock is prolonged and tends to create 
the impression that the government is headless and the 
country has no prime minister, the party's Executive 
Bureau is the most appropriate to undertake an initiative. 
According to what certain of its members say, this 
discussion took place during bilateral contacts, and they 
have more or less agreed on a certain formula. 


The most probable outcome is that the Executive Bureau 
will meet to issue a decision, in which the political 
problem will be recognized. Immediately after, certain 
members “who are above any suspicion” (meaning 
people that Andreas Papandreou likes and who are not 
Delphins) will visit the prime minister and will ask 
him to give a solution. The solution can have two 
forms: Either Papandreou resigns from the post of prime 
minister, so that his replacement can be elected by the 
Parliamentary Group, or he can appoint a vice chairman 
and conv-ne a conference, which will elect the party's 
chairma. and future prime minister. 


All these are at a primary stage, but the cadres promot- 
ing this idea express the certainty that at least the Exec- 
utive Bureau's majority will accept it, since the prime 
minister's absence has created a very negative image 
both for the government and the PASOK. 


Other Executive Bureau cadres asked by 
ELEVTHEROTIPIA last night on this issue re- 
fused either to confirm or deny the information, saying 
that “it is not the right time and everything will be dealt 
with when it is the time to do so." Certain other cadres 
refuted that they participated in such discussions. 
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tis or National Defense Minister Yerasimos Arsenis) 
will be able to stand the pressures exerted by early elec- 
tions. He also makes sure that he sends the message that 
“he has no group of his own,” thus showing his disap- 
proval of the other contesters’ groups. 


Yerasimos Arsenis and Konstandinos Laliotis held dis- 
for more than two hours in Kharilaos Trik- 


oupis [street]. The atmosphere of this meeting was also 
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described as “very good.” Arsenis said that “there was 
similarity of views,” while Laliotis made no statement. 
Arsenis’ associates said with satisfaction that they 
“agreed in everything,” meaning they agreed on the 
party's future course and not in issues of alliances in 
view of succession. 

Laliotis on his side, who has completed the circle of 
contacts with all candidates, believes that all party 
cadres “behave responsibly.” 


From the many statements made yesterday, we give 
below the following: 

Akis Tsokhatzopoulos reiterated that “there is no prob- 
lem in the government operation.” 

National Economy Minister loannis Papandoniou said 
that the new PASOK leader must be able to hug the 
whole party. He stressed that only unity can guarantee 
that the current economic and foreign policy will 
continue. 

Konstandinos Vrettos, deputy industry, energy and tech- 
nology minister, reiterated the view thal an extraor- 
dinary PASOK meeting be convened to elect Papan- 
dreou's replacement both in the government and in the 
party. 

loannis Souladhakis expressed a similar view, saying 
that it would be a mature action if a PASOK mecting 
was convened to elect the vice president. 


Government spokesman Tilemakhos Khitiris said yes- 
terday that speculations developed during the PASOK 
cadres meetings “concern the future.” 
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Mothertand Party Deputy Submits Resignation 
TAO812312595 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 7 Dec 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Motherland Party Edirne Deputy 
Serif Ercan has resigned from his party. In his written 
Statement, Ercan said that he considers it appropriate to 
continue his duties as an independent deputy. 


DSP's Ecevit Views Elections, Prime Minister 


NCO712201895 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
6 Dec 95 pis 


[Text of interview with Democratic Left Party leader 
Bulent Ecevit by HURRIYET correspondent Faruk 
Bildirici in Ankara; date not given) 

(FBIS Translated Text} [Bildirici) Prime Minister Ciller 
is reported to have called you a few days ago. 


[Ecevit] Yes, she did so. Her call was related to 


[Ecevit] We have not held a public opinion poll up 
until now. Nevertheless, we have been informed on the 


outcome of several polls. It seems that the Democratic 
Left Party [DSP], Welfare Party [RP], and Motherland 
Party [ANAP] are the leading political parties. They are 
contesting for first place. 


[Bildirici] The prime minister has said that her party 
will come to power by itself. 
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Republican Senate when the proposal for the election 
of an additional 100 or 150 deputies to the parliament 
was discussed. Unfortunately, it was rejected. Some 226 
votes were necessary for the National Assembly's vote 
of confidence when we had 450 parliamentarians. We 
now need 276 votes. 


[Bildirici] It has been reported that you and ANAP 
leader Mesut Yilmaz will issue a joint statement after 
the elections. 

{Ecevit} That was Mr. Yilmaz's idea. I do not believe 
that committing ourselves to that extent will be right. 
Considering the present situation, I can say that the 
ANAP is the political party we can establish a coalition 
with no difficulty. However, | cannot predict the way 
ANAP will emerge from the elections. Nevertheless, 
compared with ANAP under its former leader Turgut 
Ozal, the party is closer to us under Mesut Yilmaz at 


the present time. 
I Do Not Worry About Secularism 


[Bildirici] Korkut Ozal and Ali Coskun, who are influ- 
ential deputies, have supported Mesut Yilmaz. Mean- 
while, the ANAP has established an alliance with the 
Great Unity Party. Are you skeptical on the way Mesut 
Yilmaz understands the concept of secularism? 


[Ecevit] No, | am not. However, several members of 
his party are still opposed to secularism. I do not 
know whether his alliance will be maintained until the 
_‘ections are held or whether it will have a bearing on 
the ANAP structure after the elections? That is why we 
have said that “a coalition may be possible in principle.” 


[Bildirici] Why have you decided against making a joint 
statement? 


[Ecevit] We have not decided against it. Mr. Yilmaz 
prefers a detailed statement, saying that “we will do this 
or that on several issues.” However, we do not have 
time. We have just drawn up our election manifesto. 
We will embark on our propaganda tours. Considering 
the existing situation, | want to say that the ANAP is a 
the political party with which we can closely cooperate 
without difficulty. 

[Bildirici} Can you comment on the possibility of the 
establishment of a DSP-ANAP coalition? 

[Ecevit] A serious possibility exists. If we disregard the 
RP, the establishment of a coalition by the other parties 
will be difficult. Obviously, the Republican People’s 
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Party's [CHP] votes will not be many. Meanwhile, the 
DYP is . Furthermore, a serious dispute exists 
between the DYP and ANAP. 

[Bildirici] Have you decided not to establish a coalition 
with the CHP? 


[Ecevit] We have said that we will not establish a 
coalition with the RP. God willing, we hope that a 


tripartite coalition will not be necessary. 

[Bildirici) The other politica! parties have said that they 
“are ready to establish a coalition with the DSP.” 
[Ecevit] That is good. It shows that a strong alliance 
exists on the maintenance of the secular and democratic 
republic. 


RP Has Lost Its Wind 


[Bildirici}) What will happen if the RP wins 230-240 
seats in the parliament? 


[Ecevit] I do not want to make pessimistic guesses. Nor 
do I believe that is possible. In fact, the RP has lost 
much of its wind. We may emerge from the elections 
as the leading party. That is a possibility. The ANAP 
also may emerge as the leading party. The media organs 
viewed RP’s approach on women candidates only from 
the point of view of the headdresses they wear. 


[Bildirici] Several of the DSP members have reacted to 
their party's election tickets. 


[Ecevit] That was very limited. We had a problem with 
our party organization in Eskisehir for a long time. That 


way in southeastern Turkey. 
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amount was used to have industrial centers established 
in the region. 


ANAP’s Cadres Have Served in the Past 


[Bildirici} Can you comment the new working group 
the ANAP has established from among its technical 


experts? 
{Ecevit} ANAP’s cadres have served the state in the 
past. Some of them were successful. Others were not. 


In other words, they are not new cadres. I want to stress 
that we have very qualified officials. 


{Bildirici] Can you take responsibility for the economic 
field in a coalition? 


[Ecevit] We can definitely do so. In fact, we very much 
insist on that. 

[Bildirici] Has the property owned by the Ciller family 
made you uneasy? 


[Ecevit] Yes, the matter has made me uneasy. | am 
serious. The investments the prime minister has made 
in a foreign country are more than those she has made 
in her own country. And, she has done this while 
she has a political capacity. The United States is the 
richest country in the world. However, transferring 
$10,000 from it to a foreign country is not easy, let 
alone hundreds of thousands of dollars. It has its laws. 
While Turkey has tried to resolve its foreign currency 
problem, its prime minister has made investments in a 
foreign country. I believe that is more important than 
the resources she has used to make investments. 


[Bildirici] Mr. Ozer Ciller has disclosed that he used a 
credit from the Demirbank to buy a house in a foreign 
country. However, the banks in Turkey do not give 
credits for the purchase of houses in foreign countries. 


[Ecevit] He failed to disclose that he is responsible 
for the bankruptcy of a bank. Meanwhile, he has not 
explained how he has acquired the land he owns in 
various places. Nor has he explained the incident related 
to Suna Pelister and the incident in Istanbul's Sariyer 
district. 

[Bildirici] Mr. Ciller disclosed during the argument on 
his immovable property that he had ended all his work. 
However, he is having a vacation center constructed in 
Antalya’s Beldibi location. 

{Ecevit} We managed to convince Prime Minister Tansu 
Ciller to agree to convert the Supreme Auditing Council 
into an autonomous institution. She agreed to include 
the matter on her program. We had submitted a bill 


to the National Assembly for that purpose several 
months before. That would have been an effective 
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formula. Let us say that a citizen informed columnist 
Emin Colasan on a development. However, he is 
unable to investigate the matter. He would immediately 
contact the autonomous council. The council would be 
responsible for the appointment of its own officials. 
As a matter of form, it would be affiliated with 
the Chairmanship Council of the National Assembly 
but the council would not interfere in its work. No 
one seemed to be interested. It was not included in 
the DYP-CHP Coalition Government's program. The 
program only said: “We will step up the struggle against 
irregularities.” Well, how would that be achieved? That 
is unclear. 


According to the Prime Minister, | Was a Good 
Statesman Up Until a Month Ago 


[Bildirici] Prime Minister Ciller has now moved to say 
that “Ecevit coming to power will be catastrophic for 
Turkey.” She has claimed that the most serious acts of 
profiteering took place when Ecevit was in power. She 
also has claimed that Ecevit should be biamed for RP’s 
increasing popularity. 

[Ecevit] I have been informed on all that only recently. 
Unfortunately, she has made similar remarks previously. 
According to Ciller, i was a good statesman up until a 
month ago. What she said in that regard is on record. 


[Bildirici] Ciller regards you and the RP as a very 
serious threat. 


[Ecevit] Yes, I have recently established that she regards 
me as a threat. Well, why did she maintain a sympathetic 
approach towards us until a short time ago? 


[Bildirici) You are reported to have insisted during the 
wave of strikes by the workers that the government 
should allocate 200 trillica Turkish lira to increase their 
wages. Ciller has recently said: “1 was about to throw 
200 trillion out into the street.” 


[Ecevit] No, that is wrong. | did not insist on a fig- 
ure. She was unaware of the figures in the first place. 
She confused the amount that was asked for to have 
the wages in the entire public sector increased with the 
amount the workers in the sugar industry sector insisted 
on. Her ministers were forced to correct her. The time 
when we were in power was very difficult. We came to 
power without having a majority in the National Assem- 
bly. However, the success our government achieved in 
foreign policy cannot be ignored. We mobilized the es- 
tablishments to increase the country’s exports when the 
volume of trade decreased in the entire world. We in- 
creased Turkey's exports by 30 percent in a single year. 
There were no cases of fraudulent exports. We initiated 
the border trade system. We instructed our ambassadors 
to accompany our businessmen in foreign countries to 
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facilitate their initiatives. I tried to use Turkey's sticngth 
to bargain. We greatly used the bartering system to in- 
crease our trade. Various aspects of that system do not 
comply with the EU rules. Had we abandoned them, 
we would have been in a very difficult situation at the 
time. President Suleyman Demirel served as the prime 
minister before we came to power. He said when he 
transferred his responsibilities to us that Turkey was 
poor and was in need of even 70 cents. We were hold- 
ing bargaining talks at the time. They did not yield a 
result. So we decided to withdraw. However, it seems 
that the procedure is different at the present time. Of- 
ficials decide to yield without insisting on their views. 
Well, that approach will create problems in the future. 


[Bildirici] Can you comment on the customs union? 


[Ecevit] Tansu Ciller and Deniz Baykal have showed 
that they are using the maiter to promote their interests 
in domestic politics. That has significantly weakened 
Turkcy’s position in the bargaining talks. The EU 
provides significant financial support to its members. 
Countries like Greece, Portugal, and Spain have a 
significant share in the EU funds. The amount that 
has been promised to Turkey is insignificant, so much 
so that it is not even worth mentioning. The customs 
union concerns the trade between Turkey and the EU. 
However, it has been politicized. We will be bound 
by decisions which will affect Turkey's relations with 
many countries. The European Court's rulings will be 
binding on Turkey. We will be forced to impose an 
embargo on north Cyprus. Unfortunateiy, our officials 
have signed the document on the customs union, dated 
6 March. 


Turkey is a market for the EU. Unfortunately, none 
of Turkey's trump cards have been successfully used. 
Mr. Yilmaz and Mr. Akarcali have been criticized. 
However, I believe that Ciller and Baykal also should be 
criticized. If we use the matter in domestic politics, then 
the Western countries will try to exploit our approach. 
Turkey is preparing to yield without bargaining on the 
matter. That will create problems in the future. 


HADEP Doubts ‘Fairness’ of Upcoming Elections 
TA0712160795 (Internet) Kurd-L in English 
4 Dec 95 


[Statement by the European Representation of HADEP, 
People’s Democracy Party — disseminated by the 
American Kurdish Information Network] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] 
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these areas will be placed in police stations or the 
homes of village guards. These boxes will be taken at 
certain to military areas without the permission 
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displaced Kurds and newly cligible 18-year-olds to 
register to vote. There have not been proper provisions 
for citizens outside Turkey to vote. Heavy snows at this 
time of year will make roads and therefore 
there will be no elections possible in certain Kurdish 
areas. 

The areas where HADEP is stronger are under martial 
law, which is why we are deeply concerned about the 
problems outlined above. But we are determined to 
bring about democracy, proper respect for human rights 
and the creation of a peaceful country 

HADEP is not alone in this election. People who desire 
a democratic Turkey, those who demand a peaceful 
solution to the Kurdish problem, workers who demand 
their rights, intellectuals concerned about the lack of 
intellectual freedom, and all the Turks, Kurds, and other 
Anatolian people who have fought for democracy, Aave 
formed with HADEP the “Labor, Peace, and Democracy 
Front” for stopping the bloodshed and changing the 
policies. It has attracted the attention of those in power 
and we are concerned that we and our supporters will be 
subject to attacks during these elections, because after 
many years of struggling for democracy we have created 
a united front which will gain in popularity 


DISK Supports Left-Wing Parties, Not RP 
TAO0812074295 Istanbul Kanal-6 Television 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 7 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The DISK [Confederation of 
Revolutionary Worker Unions}, which has always given 
its support to left-wing parties, in particular the CHP 
[Republican People’s Party], has decided to withdraw 
its support. DISK leader Ridvan Budak explains the 
DISK’s election strategy. Claiming in a news conference 
he held at DISK headquarters that the CHP and DSP 
(Democratic Left Party] have not sufficiently supported 
the work force, Budak explained the stand that the DISK 
will adopt during the elections as follows: 


[Begin Budak recording] Throughout its history, the 
DISK has always decided to give its open support to 
a particular party during the clections; however, this 
time the DISK is issuing a call to the effect that 
support should be given to left-wing parties and Ieft- 
wing candidates without openly declaring the name of 
a particular party. [end recording} 


In reply to a question on whether the DISK, which 
spread the message that everybody is free to vote 
for whomever tuiecy choose, will give its support to 
a Welfare Party [RP] candidate should it find him 
favorable, Budak said: 


[Begin Budak recording] Never. How can we support a 
political party that is ideologically against labor’ Look 
at what happened in Iran. What would happen here if 
the RP were to seek to transform Turkey into a Muslim 
country? All union members and representatives of 
workplaces were executed in Iran. Are we to tell people 
to support the RP in order to be executed? Do we seck 
to have ourselves executed? [end recording] 
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